PRESS RELEASE
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EUROMED PUTS SILVER ON THE FRONTLINE OF WOUND CARE
Introducing SureSkin™ Silver Hydrocolloid Dressing
Orangeburg, NY – EuroMed, Inc., a leading developer and manufacturer of wound care management products, has added a new product to its SureSkin line of hydrocolloid dressings, and in doing so, has launched a new antimicrobial offensive for chronic and acute wound management. The new product is called SureSkin Silver hydrocolloid dressing. 
Unlike antibiotics that tend to utilize only one modality of action to destroy bacteria, the silver ions in the SureSkin Silver dressings provide a multi-focal attack on bacteria.  As the bacteria are absorbed into the gel matrix that forms as a result of the interaction of the dressing’s adhesive with the moisture and exudate that comes from a wound, the silver ions that are released from this interaction penetrate the bacterial cell wall, interrupt vital cellular functions and impede their ability to reproduce. The dead bacteria present in the gel matrix are then removed when the dressing is changed and the gel is removed.
Hydrocolloid dressings have established a proven track record for wound healing efficacy since they first entered the market in the 1980’s, with EuroMed founder, Ole Jensen, playing an instrumental role in their early development. Hydrocolloid dressings create a moist wound environment that facilitates the healing process better than conventional gauze wound dressings. Hydrocolloids interact with wound fluid to form a cohesive gel that covers the wound bed, preventing trauma to the newly formed tissue during healing, and reduce pain during dressing changes.
“A logical next step for us,” said Richard Lovell, Director of Marketing for EuroMed, Inc., “was to help address the challenging issue of wound infection and the growing presence of antibiotic resistant organisms that confront health care professionals in their everyday practice whether that be in hospitals, nursing homes, home health care facilities or in the community at large.”
The first extensive use of silver for its antimicrobial properties took place in burn care, in the form of a silver nitrate solution. However, silver has a long track record as a purifying agent. Long before the existence of bacteria was known, silver was added to vessels by the Greeks and Romans to keep their water from becoming contaminated.
SureSkin Silver dressings were designed to help manage high risk wound patient populations such as the elderly, the physically and nutritionally debilitated, the immune suppressed, and those with co-morbidities like congestive heart failure, peripheral vascular disease, and diabetes. Many of these patients develop chronic wounds such as pressure ulcers, leg ulcers and diabetic foot ulcers. 
Based on today’s standards of care for wound management, hydrocolloid dressings are often selected for managing these types of wounds. SureSkin Silver dressings now offer both the healing efficacy of Euromed’s patented hydrocolloid adhesive technology with the infection fighting, antibacterial effectiveness of ionic silver.
What is different about SureSkin Silver dressings is that they are effective without the need to release large amounts of silver into the wound bed. Other silver products currently on the market often promote their effectiveness by focusing on the extent of the “zones of inhibition” or bacteria kill radius that their products create. Maintaining these zones can require the presence of larger amounts of silver than may actually be needed and could contribute to the development of other product related sequelae. 
The activity of the silver ions in SureSkin Silver uniquely confine their attack to the bacteria absorbed into the gel matrix that forms over the wound bed. As a result, there is no risk of staining or of the skin turning color and less potential for resistance to develop.
 Since the gel matrix that forms is easily removed at dressing removal, these dressing can be reapplied as often as needed. Additionally, SureSkin Silver dressings can adhere to both dry and moist skin surfaces, and their enhanced conformability enables the dressings to remain in place virtually anywhere on a patient’s body.
In vitro test results confirmed the antimicrobial action of SureSkin Silver dressings. Clinical isolates of Staphylococcus Aureus (Methicillin-resistant Staph.Aureus), Pseudomonas aeruginosa, and Escherichiacoli were among the common bacterial strains tested to demonstrate SureSkin Silver’s bacteria log reduction capability over seven days’ wear time.

“These dressings offer an effective alternative for helping health care facilities in their fight to reduce wound infection rates, and in particular, wound infections caused by antibiotic resistant organisms,” noted Steve Hartnack, Vice President of Sales for Euromed. An estimated 2.5 million patients are treated each year in US acute care facilities for pressure ulcers (1). The net cost is a staggering $12.9 billion. Also, 60,000 patients die each year of pressure ulcer complications (2). Early intervention using SureSkin Silver dressings on high risk patients could help to significantly reduce the rising cost incurred in managing these challenging clinical problems. 
SureSkin Silver Border dressings will be available for the professional market in two sizes: 4”x 4” (10x10cm), and 6”x 6” (15x15cm). A variety of smaller sizes for minor cuts, abrasions and blisters will also be available for the consumer and over the counter market.
EuroMed will be making their silver-enhanced product available for private label distribution, as well as for marketing under their brand name, SureSkin Silver hydrocolloid dressing.The product will be commercially available in July 2008.
About EuroMed – Founded in 1991, EuroMed, Inc. designs and manufactures high quality hydrocolloid wound management and related products for top brand medical device marketers and distributors worldwide on a contract, private label and co-marketing basis. The company’s in-house services include research, design, development, manufacturing and distribution services to a global clientele. Millions of EuroMed products have been used around the world in hospitals, healthcare facilities, and home care as well as in the consumer market for minor wounds. EuroMed is an ISO13485:2003 registered and FDA compliant manufacturing facility.
1) Lyder CH.Pressure ulcer prevention and management. JAMA. 2003;389(2):223-226.

2) Reddy M, et al. preventing pressure ulcers: A systematic review. JAMA2006;296 (6):974-984.

SureSkin® is a registered trademark in Austria, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, and Sweden
Euromed, Inc. Is currently seeking registration in other jurisdictions globally
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