
 

 

For medical devices, designers strive to simplify products for simple reasons. “Healthcare is 
intrinsically very complex,” says Medical Design Excellence Awards (MDEA) juror Ogan Gurel. 

Gurel is chair of Aesis Research Group. “Devices in the care process must absolutely be as 
simple as possible.” In hospitals and other healthcare settings, a simple device may prove more 
popular than an unnecessarily complex one. “Devices that are simple and intuitive at the first use 

will be reused because of a positive first-time experience,” says juror Michael Schollmeyer, 
director of clinical research at CHF Solutions. 

Beyond the need for devices to be easy to use, users also relate to the psychological aspects of 
simplicity. Juror Michael Wiklund explains it this way: “I closely associate simplicity with quality 

and innovation. The best products become visually and interactively simpler over time.” Wiklund 
is president of Wiklund Research & Design. 

But simplicity is often elusive. And more often than not, a final device that is simple requires 
significant planning and effort, neither of which is easy to accomplish.  

“Converging on simple solutions is actually quite hard and might lead to considerable internal 
complexities that the user will never see,” says Wiklund. “It takes commitment and resources to 

conduct the necessary design and engineering explorations to discover simple solutions and 
bring them into being.”  

If successful, a company can create a product that is elegant, inexpensive, and intuitive. After 
that, it might be worthy of a Medical Design Excellence Award, as are the following products 

 



 


